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REFEREE SIGNALS

Indirect free kick Advantage

Caution

Direct free kick

Sending Off
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ASSISTANT REFEREE SIGNALS

Substitution Offside Throw-in

Offside on the near
side of the field

Offside in the centre
of the field

Offside on the
far side of the field
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LAW 11 – Illustrations

Th
e 

at
ta

ck
er

 w
h

o 
re

ce
iv

es
 t

h
e 

ba
ll

 fr
om

 h
is

 t
ea

m
-m

at
e,

 n
um

be
r 

9
, i

s 
of

fs
id

e 
si

nc
e 

h
e 

is
 n

ea
re

r 
to

 h
is

 o
pp

on
en

ts
’ g

oa
l l

in
e

th
an

 t
h

e 
ba

ll
 a

nd
 t

h
e 

se
co

nd
 la

st
 d

ef
en

de
r 

an
d 

ga
in

s 
an

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
 b

y 
be

in
g 

in
 t

h
at

 p
os

it
io

n.

O
FF

S
ID

E



43

Th
e 

at
ta

ck
er

 w
h

o 
re

ce
iv

es
 t

h
e 

ba
ll

 fr
om

 h
is

 t
ea

m
-m

at
e,

 n
um

be
r 

8
, i

s 
no

t 
of

fs
id

e 
be

ca
us

e,
 w

h
en

 t
h

e 
ba

ll
 is

 k
ic

ke
d,

 h
e 

is
le

ve
l w

it
h

 t
h

e 
se

co
nd

 la
st

 d
ef

en
de

r.

N
O

T 
O

FF
S

ID
E



44

Th
e 

at
ta

ck
er

, n
um

be
r 

9
, i

s 
no

t 
of

fs
id

e 
be

ca
us

e,
 w

h
en

 t
h

e 
ba

ll
 is

 p
la

ye
d 

to
 h

im
 b

y 
h

is
 t

ea
m

-m
at

e,
 n

um
be

r 
7

, h
e 

is
 le

ve
l

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

se
co

nd
 la

st
 d

ef
en

de
r.

N
O

T 
O

FF
S

ID
E



45

A
 p

la
ye

r 
ca

nn
ot

 b
e 

of
fs

id
e 

fr
om

 a
 t

h
ro

w
-i

n.

N
O

T 
O

FF
S

ID
E



46

Th
e 

at
ta

ck
er

, n
um

be
r 

9
, i

s 
of

fs
id

e 
be

ca
us

e 
h

e 
is

 in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 a

ct
iv

e 
pl

ay
 a

nd
 is

 in
te

rf
er

in
g 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

go
al

ke
ep

er
.

O
FF

S
ID

E



47

Th
e 

at
ta

ck
er

, n
um

be
r 

9
, i

s 
of

fs
id

e 
be

ca
us

e 
h

e 
is

 in
 a

n 
of

fs
id

e 
po

si
ti

on
 a

nd
 is

 in
te

rf
er

in
g 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

go
al

ke
ep

er
.

O
FF

S
ID

E



48

Th
e 

pl
ay

er
 ly

in
g 

in
 t

h
e 

go
al

 a
re

a 
is

 n
ot

 o
ff

si
de

 s
in

ce
 h

e 
is

 n
ot

 in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 a

ct
iv

e 
pl

ay
 a

nd
 is

 n
ot

 in
te

rf
er

in
g 

w
it

h
 t

h
e

go
al

ke
ep

er
.

N
O

T 
O

FF
S

ID
E



49

A
lt

h
ou

gh
 t

h
e 

at
ta

ck
er

 is
 in

 a
n 

of
fs

id
e 

po
si

ti
on

 w
h

en
 t

h
e 

ba
ll

 is
 k

ic
ke

d 
by

 h
is

 t
ea

m
-m

at
e,

 n
um

be
r 

1
0

, h
e 

is
 n

ot
 p

en
al

is
ed

be
ca

us
e 

h
e 

is
 n

ot
 in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 a
ct

iv
e 

pl
ay

 a
nd

 d
oe

s 
no

t 
ga

in
 a

n 
ad

va
nt

ag
e 

by
 b

ei
ng

 in
 t

ha
t 

po
si

ti
on

.

N
O

T 
O

FF
S

ID
E



50

Th
e 

sh
ot

 b
y 

nu
m

be
r 

6
 r

eb
ou

nd
s 

fr
om

 t
h

e 
go

al
po

st
 t

o 
a 

te
am

-m
at

e,
 w

h
o 

is
 p

en
al

is
ed

 fo
r 

be
in

g 
in

 a
n 

of
fs

id
e 

po
si

ti
on

,
be

ca
us

e 
w

h
en

 t
h

e 
ba

ll
 is

 p
la

ye
d,

 h
e 

is
 in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 a
ct

iv
e 

pl
ay

 a
nd

 g
ai

ns
 a

n 
ad

va
nt

ag
e 

by
 b

ei
ng

 in
 t

ha
t 

po
si

ti
on

.

O
FF

S
ID

E



51

Th
e 

sh
ot

 b
y 

a 
te

am
-m

at
e 

re
bo

un
ds

 fr
om

 t
h

e 
go

al
ke

ep
er

 t
o 

nu
m

be
r 

8
, w

h
o 

is
 p

en
al

is
ed

 fo
r 

be
in

g 
in

 a
n 

of
fs

id
e 

po
si

ti
on

be
ca

us
e,

 w
h

en
 t

h
e 

ba
ll

 is
 p

la
ye

d,
 h

e 
is

 in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 a

ct
iv

e 
pl

ay
 a

nd
 g

ai
ns

 a
n 

ad
va

nt
ag

e 
by

 b
ei

ng
 in

 t
ha

t 
po

si
ti

on
.

O
FF

S
ID

E



52

A
Th

e 
ba

ll
 is

 k
ic

ke
d 

to
 t

h
e 

go
al

ke
ep

er
 b

y 
a 

te
am

-m
at

e 
an

d 
an

 a
tt

ac
ki

ng
 p

la
ye

r 
m

ov
es

 t
o 

ch
al

le
ng

e 
h

im
.

N
O

T 
O

FF
S

ID
E



53

B
Th

e 
go

al
ke

ep
er

 k
ic

ks
 t

h
e 

ba
ll

 u
pf

ie
ld

 a
nd

 t
h

e 
at

ta
ck

in
g 

pl
ay

er
, n

um
be

r 
9

, t
ur

ns
 t

o 
ta

ke
 u

p 
an

 o
ns

id
e 

po
si

ti
on

.

N
O

T 
O

FF
S

ID
E



54

Th
e 

ba
ll

 is
 in

te
rc

ep
te

d 
by

 a
 t

ea
m

-m
at

e 
of

 t
h

e 
at

ta
ck

in
g 

pl
ay

er
 a

nd
 p

la
ye

d 
to

 a
no

th
er

 t
ea

m
-m

at
e 

on
 t

h
e 

w
in

g.
 T

h
e 

at
ta

ck
in

g
pl

ay
er

, n
um

be
r 

9
, i

s 
no

t 
pe

na
li

se
d 

fo
r 

be
in

g 
in

 a
n 

of
fs

id
e 

po
si

ti
on

 b
ec

au
se

 h
e 

is
 n

ot
 in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 a
ct

iv
e 

pl
ay

 a
nd

 d
oe

s 
no

t
ga

in
 a

n 
ad

va
nt

ag
e 

fr
om

 b
ei

ng
 in

 t
h

at
 p

os
it

io
n.

N
O

T 
O

FF
S

ID
E

C



55

Th
e 

ba
ll

 is
 p

la
ye

d 
to

w
ar

ds
 g

oa
l b

y 
th

e 
at

ta
ck

in
g 

te
am

 a
nd

 a
 d

ef
en

de
r 

ju
m

ps
 a

nd
 h

an
dl

es
 it

 a
s 

th
e 

at
ta

ck
in

g 
pl

ay
er

 m
ov

es
to

w
ar

ds
 t

h
e 

ba
ll

.

Th
e 

de
fe

nd
er

 is
 s

en
t 

of
f f

or
 d

en
yi

ng
 t

h
e 

op
po

si
ng

 t
ea

m
 a

n 
ob

vi
ou

s 
go

al
-s

co
ri

ng
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
.

B

LAW 12 – Illustrations



56

Th
e 

ba
ll

 is
 p

la
ye

d 
fo

rw
ar

d 
to

 a
n 

at
ta

ck
in

g 
pl

ay
er

 a
nd

 t
h

e 
go

al
ke

ep
er

 h
an

dl
es

 it
 o

ut
si

de
 t

h
e 

pe
na

lt
y 

ar
ea

.

Th
e 

go
al

ke
ep

er
 is

 s
en

t 
of

f f
or

 d
en

yi
ng

 t
h

e 
op

po
si

ng
 t

ea
m

 a
n 

ob
vi

ou
s 

go
al

-s
co

ri
ng

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

.



57

A
n 

at
ta

ck
er

, n
um

be
r 

1
0

, s
h

oo
ts

 t
h

e 
b

al
l t

ow
ar

ds
 g

oa
l.

 Ju
st

 b
ef

or
e 

it
 c

ro
ss

es
 t

h
e 

go
al

 li
ne

 in
to

 g
oa

l,
 a

 d
ef

en
de

r 
pu

nc
h

es
th

e 
ba

ll
 o

ve
r 

th
e 

ba
r.

A
 p

en
al

ty
 k

ic
k 

is
 a

w
ar

de
d 

an
d 

th
e 

de
fe

nd
er

 is
 s

en
t 

of
f f

or
 d

en
yi

ng
 t

h
e 

op
po

si
ng

 t
ea

m
 a

 g
oa

l.



58

A
 d

ef
en

de
r 

in
te

nt
io

na
ll

y 
h

an
dl

es
 t

h
e 

ba
ll

 in
si

de
 h

is
 o

w
n 

pe
na

lt
y 

ar
ea

 a
nd

 t
h

e 
re

fe
re

e 
aw

ar
ds

 a
 p

en
al

ty
 k

ic
k.

H
e 

do
es

 n
ot

 s
en

d 
of

f t
h

e 
de

fe
nd

er
 s

in
ce

 n
o 

ob
vi

ou
s 

go
al

-s
co

ri
ng

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
de

ni
ed

. I
f t

h
e 

ba
ll

 s
tr

ik
es

 t
h

e
de

fe
nd

er
 a

cc
id

en
ta

ll
y,

 n
o 

of
fe

nc
e 

is
 c

om
m

it
te

d.



59

Th
e 

go
al

ke
ep

er
 p

ul
ls

 d
ow

n 
an

 a
tt

ac
ki

ng
 p

la
ye

r 
in

si
de

 h
is

 p
en

al
ty

 a
re

a 
an

d 
a 

pe
na

lt
y 

ki
ck

 is
 a

w
ar

de
d.

Th
e 

go
al

ke
ep

er
 is

 n
ot

 s
en

t 
of

f s
in

ce
 t

h
e 

at
ta

ck
in

g 
pl

ay
er

 is
 m

ov
in

g 
aw

ay
 fr

om
 g

oa
l a

nd
 d

oe
s 

no
t 

h
av

e 
an

 o
bv

io
us

 g
oa

l-
sc

or
in

g 
op

po
rt

un
it

y.



60

A
n 

at
ta

ck
in

g 
pl

ay
er

, n
um

be
r 

1
0

, i
s 

m
ov

in
g 

fo
rw

ar
d 

ne
ar

 t
h

e 
to

uc
h

 li
ne

 w
h

en
 h

e 
is

 t
ri

pp
ed

 b
y 

a 
de

fe
nd

er
.

N
um

be
r 

1
0

 d
oe

s 
no

t 
ha

ve
 a

n 
ob

vi
ou

s 
go

al
-s

co
ri

ng
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
 a

nd
 s

o 
th

e 
de

fe
nd

er
 is

 n
ot

 s
en

t 
of

f.



61

A
n 

at
ta

ck
er

 is
 m

ov
in

g 
to

w
ar

ds
 g

oa
l w

it
h

 a
n 

ob
vi

ou
s 

go
al

-s
co

ri
ng

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 w
h

en
 h

e 
is

 t
ri

pp
ed

 b
y 

a 
de

fe
nd

er
.

Th
e 

de
fe

nd
er

 is
 s

en
t 

of
f f

or
 d

en
yi

ng
 a

n 
op

po
ne

nt
 a

 g
oa

l-
sc

or
in

g 
op

po
rt

un
it

y.



62

A
n 

at
ta

ck
er

 is
 m

ak
in

g 
h

is
 w

ay
 t

ow
ar

ds
 g

oa
l w

h
en

 h
e 

is
 t

ri
pp

ed
 b

y 
a 

de
fe

nd
er

.

H
e 

do
es

 n
ot

 h
av

e 
an

 o
bv

io
us

 g
oa

l-
sc

or
in

g 
op

po
rt

un
it

y,
 h

ow
ev

er
, a

nd
 t

h
e 

de
fe

nd
er

 is
 n

ot
 s

en
t 

of
f.



63

A
n 

at
ta

ck
er

 is
 t

ri
pp

ed
 b

y 
a 

de
fe

nd
er

 in
si

de
 t

h
e 

pe
na

lt
y 

ar
ea

 a
nd

 a
 p

en
al

ty
 k

ic
k 

is
 a

w
ar

de
d.

Th
e 

de
fe

nd
er

 is
 n

ot
 s

en
t 

of
f b

ec
au

se
 t

h
e 

at
ta

ck
er

 is
 m

ov
in

g 
aw

ay
 fr

om
 g

oa
l a

nd
 d

oe
s 

no
t 

h
av

e 
an

 o
bv

io
us

 g
oa

l-
sc

or
in

g
op

po
rt

un
it

y.



64

A
n 

at
ta

ck
er

 is
 m

ak
in

g 
h

is
 w

ay
 t

ow
ar

ds
 g

oa
l w

h
en

 h
e 

is
 h

el
d 

by
 t

h
e 

go
al

ke
ep

er
.

Th
e 

go
al

ke
ep

er
 is

 s
en

t 
of

f f
or

 d
en

yi
ng

 a
n 

op
po

ne
nt

 a
n 

ob
vi

ou
s 

go
al

-s
co

ri
ng

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

.



65



66

RULES  OF  THE  INTER-
NATIONAL  FOOTBALL
ASSOCIATION  BOARD
(Approved by the International Football
Association Board – February 1993)

� Name and Constitution
The title of the Board shall be the In-
ternational Football Association Board. The
Football Association (England), The Scottish
Football Association, The Football Associa-
tion of Wales, The Irish Football Association
and the Fédération Internationale de Foot-
ball Association (FIFA), hereafter called
associations, shall constitute the Board and
each shall be entitled to be represented by
four delegates.

� Objects
The objects of the Board shall be to discuss
and decide proposed alterations to the Laws
of the Game and such other matters affecting
association football as required to be referred
to the Board after consideration by the
Annual General Meetings or other appropri-
ate meetings of the associations forming the
Board or confederations or national associa-
tions.

� Meetings of the Board
The Board shall meet bi-annually. The
Annual General Meeting shall take place on a
date between 14 February and 14 March. The
Annual Business Meeting shall take place in
the month of September or October, as
agreed. The date and venue of both the
Annual General Meeting and the Annual
Business Meeting shall be decided at the
previous Annual General Meeting of the
Board.

In each current year both the Annual General
Meeting and the Annual Business Meeting

shall be hosted by the same member associa-
tion. A representative of the host association
shall preside. The responsibility for hosting
both meetings shall be passed in rotation to
each association.

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting is authorised to
discuss and decide on proposed alterations to
the Laws of the Game and other relevant
matters affecting association football which
fall within the remit of the Board.

Annual Business Meeting

The Annual Business Meeting shall take place
in the month of September or October, as
agreed. The meeting shall have the authority
to consider general business submitted to the
Board. It may provide decisions on such
items but the Annual Business Meeting shall
not have the authority to alter the Laws of the
Game.

� Procedures
Annual General Meeting

Each association shall forward in writing, not
later than 1 December, to the secretary of the
association hosting the meeting, suggestions
or proposed alterations to the Laws of the
Game, requests for experimentation to the
Laws of the Game and other items for
discussion which shall be printed and
distributed not later than 14 December. Any
amendments to such proposed alterations
must be submitted in writing to the secretary
of the host association not later than 14
January, and such proposals and amend-
ments shall be printed and distributed to
member associations for consideration not
later than 1 February.

Annual Business Meeting

Each association shall forward in writing to
the secretary of the host association, at least
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four weeks before the date of the meeting,
any proposals, requests for experimentation
regarding the Laws of the Game and other
items for discussion.

The agenda and relevant papers shall be
distributed to all member associations of the
Board two weeks before the meeting.

Any confederation or other national associa-
tion may forward in writing to the General
Secretary of FIFA, proposals, requests or
items for discussion in good time to ensure
that they may be considered by FIFA and, if
acceptable, forwarded to the secretary of the
host association at least four weeks before the
meeting.

� Minutes
The minutes of the meeting shall be recorded
by the secretary of the host association and
shall be reported in the official Minute Book,
which shall be forwarded to the association
next in rotation before the first day of
February ensuing.

� Quorum and Voting Powers
The business of a meeting shall not be
proceeded unless four associations, one of
which shall be FIFA, are represented. FIFA
shall have four votes on behalf of all affiliated
national associations in membership. The
other member associations shall each have
one vote. For a proposal to succeed, it must
receive the support of at least three-quarters
of those present and entitled to vote.

� Alterations to the Laws
of the Game
No alterations shall be made to the Laws
of the Game except in the Annual General
Meeting of the Board and then only if agreed
by at least three-quarters of those present and
entitled to vote.

� Special Meetings
The association hosting the Board meetings
for the current year* shall, on receiving a
written requisition signed by FIFA or by any
two of the other member associations,
accompanied by a copy of the proposals to be
submitted, call a special meeting of the
Board. Such special meetings shall be held
within twenty-eight days of the requisition
and the associations forming the Board shall
receive twenty-one days’ notice together with
a copy of the proposals.

� Decisions of the Board
The decisions of the Annual Business
Meeting of the Board shall be effective from
the date of the meeting, unless agreed
otherwise.

The decisions of the Annual General Meeting
of the Board regarding changes to the Laws
of the Game shall be binding on confedera-
tions and national associations as from 1 July
following each Annual General Meeting of
the Board but confederations or national
associations whose current season has not
ended by 1 July may delay the introduction of
the adopted alterations to the Laws of the
Game for their competitions until the
beginning of their next season. No alteration
to the Laws of the Game shall be made by any
confederation or national association unless
they have been passed by the Board.**

* The current year shall be understood to
commence on the day following the previous
Annual General Meeting.

** It was agreed that for international matches
any such decisions would be effective from 1
July following the Annual General Meeting of
the Board at which they were reached.
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